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FOUR STREaMs Of INTEgRaTEd SUsTaiNabiLiTY 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

 
Actions and issues that affect natural 
systems, including climate change,  
preservation, carbon footprint and  
restoration of natural resources.

SOciaL EQUiTY

 
Actions and issues that affect all 
aspects of society, including poverty, 
violence, injustice, education,  
healthcare, safe housing, labor and 
human rights.

EcONOMic HEaLTh

 
Actions and issues that affect how 
people and organizations meet  
their basic needs, evolve and define 
economic success and growth.

CULTURaL ViTaLiTY

 
Actions and issues that affect how 
communities manifest identity,  
preserve and cultivate traditions, and 
develop belief systems and commonly 
accepted values. 
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The Evolution of Visions, Principles, Frameworks and Tools
for Sustainability

Visions
Principles
Frameworks
Tools
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First Things First

Visions

Written by Ken Garland in 1963, the manifesto was signed by 22 designers and first published in  
THE GUARDIAN newspaper in January 1964. 

This update of First Things First was published concurrently in ADBUStERS, tHE AIGA jOURNAL, 

BLUEpRINt, EMIgRE, EYE, FORM and ItEMS with 33 signatories.

First Things First 2000:  
a Design Manifesto

Visions

http://www.kengarland.co.uk/KG%20published%20writing/first%20things%20first/index.html
http://www.emigre.com/Editorial.php?sect=1&id=14
http://www.emigre.com/Editorial.php?sect=1&id=14
http://www.kengarland.co.uk/KG%20published%20writing/first%20things%20first/index.html
http://www.kengarland.co.uk/KG%20published%20writing/first%20things%20first/index.html
http://www.kengarland.co.uk/KG%20published%20writing/first%20things%20first/index.html
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When the World Economic Forum met in Dubai in November 2008, a council of designers was asked:  
1)  �What is the state of the world on this issue [design thinking] and how is the economic crisis impacting 

this issue? 
2)  �What should be done to improve the state of the world on design and by whom? 

The response is a manifesto that hues closely to messages of AIGA.

World Economic Forum 

Visions

http://www.emigre.com/Editorial.php?sect=1&id=14
http://www.emigre.com/Editorial.php?sect=1&id=14
http://www.businessweek.com/innovate/NussbaumOnDesign/archives/2008/11/world_economic_1.html
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Ceres (pronounced ‘series’) was founded in 1989 with the mission to integrate sustainability into capital 
markets for the health of the planet and its people. Its national network of investors, environmental 
organizations and other public interest groups work together to address sustainability challenges such as  
global climate change. The principles have been endorsed by 50 companies, including 13 Fortune 500.

PRiNcipLE #1

The Ceres Principles 

Principles

http://www.businessweek.com/innovate/NussbaumOnDesign/archives/2008/11/world_economic_1.html
http://www.businessweek.com/innovate/NussbaumOnDesign/archives/2008/11/world_economic_1.html
http://www.businessweek.com/innovate/NussbaumOnDesign/archives/2008/11/world_economic_1.html
http://www.businessweek.com/innovate/NussbaumOnDesign/archives/2008/11/world_economic_1.html
http://www.ceres.org//Page.aspx?pid=416


AIGA Center for Sustainable Design

PRiNcipLE #2

PRiNcipLE #3 

PRiNcipLE #4 

PRiNcipLE #5 

PRiNcipLE #6 

PRiNcipLE #7

The EIDD Stockholm Declaration©, or Design for All Declaration, was endorsed by AIGA.The EIDD Stockholm 
Declaration   

Principles

http://www.designforalleurope.org/Design-for-All/EIDD-Documents/Stockholm-Declaration/
http://www.designforalleurope.org/Design-for-All/EIDD-Documents/Stockholm-Declaration/
http://www.ceres.org//Page.aspx?pid=416
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The Hannover Principles were formulated by Michael Braungart and William McDonough for Expo 2000 
in Hannover, Germany. “[The Principles] are a set of maxims that encourage the design profession to  
take sustainability into consideration. They are descriptive of a way of thinking, not prescriptions or  
requirements.”6 They provide a context for architects and other designers to reconcile conflicts between  
economic gains, human health and the well-being of the environment (people/planet/profit).  

The Hannover Principles

Principles

http://www.mindfully.org/Sustainability/Hannover-Principles.htm
http://www.mcdonough.com/writings/principles_practices_and.htm
http://www.mcdonough.com/writings/principles_practices_and.htm
http://www.designforalleurope.org/Design-for-All/EIDD-Documents/Stockholm-Declaration/
http://www.designforalleurope.org/Design-for-All/EIDD-Documents/Stockholm-Declaration/
http://www.designforalleurope.org/Design-for-All/EIDD-Documents/Stockholm-Declaration/
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The Wingspread  
Statement on the 
Precautionary Principle

Principles

The Precautionary Principle has been a major tool for shaping environmental and public health policy 
in Europe (REACH, for example) and more recently in Canada. In the US, the Science and Health 
Foundation (SEH) has been its leading proponent. The SEH was founded in 1998, following the Wingspread  
Conference on the Precautionary Principle, where it was articulated by 32 scientists, policy makers and  
philosophers. In 2003, the City of San Francisco adopted it as the basis of all its environmental policies. 

The IDSA Ecodesign Section distilled these practices and principles which were adopted by the IDSA 
Executive Committee in November 2001.

IDSA REcOgNiZEs ThE fOLLOWiNg EcOLOgicaL pRiNcipLEs

IDSA Eco Design 
Principles and Practices

Principles

http://www.sehn.org/wing.html
http://www.sehn.org/wing.html
http://www.sehn.org/wing.html
http://www.idsa.org/whatsnew/sections/ecosection/principles.html
http://www.idsa.org/whatsnew/sections/ecosection/principles.html
http://www.sehn.org/wing.html
http://www.mindfully.org/Sustainability/Hannover-Principles.htm
http://www.mindfully.org/Sustainability/Hannover-Principles.htm
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IDSA REcOMMENds ThE fOLLOWiNg EcOdEsigN pRacTicEs

SUsTaiNabLE ARchiTEcTURaL PRacTicEAmerican Institute of 
Architects Sustainable 
Architectural Practice 
Position Statement

Principles

http://www.idsa.org/whatsnew/sections/ecosection/principles.html
http://www.idsa.org/whatsnew/sections/ecosection/principles.html
www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAS078718
www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAS078718
www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAS078718
www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAS078718
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EXpLaNaTiON

 
 

www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAS078718
www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAS078718

